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COMPASS 2015:  What the poor want 
Enabling people living in poverty to guide the way 
on the post-2015 agenda. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
In 2015, global leaders will be making decisions that affect the lives of millions of 
people for generations to come.  Representatives from every country in the world 
will be meeting at the United Nations in New York, to agree on what issues they 
will make the key priorities when nations act together to improve people’s lives 
and protect the planet.   
 
The last shared agreement – the Millennium Development Goals – wasn’t perfect 
but most people think it was a useful way to focus the minds of powerful 
decision-makers on a few critical issues.  Many of the issues that were chosen last 
time – from reducing the number of people living on very low incomes to 
increasing people’s access to medicines for HIV and AIDs – have seen real 
improvements in the fifteen years since the last agreement was made.  Because 
the issues that were chosen as priorities last time got extra attention that helped 
them make real progress, there is now a tough competition to decide which 
issues will be chosen next.  
 
We are worried that the issues that 
matter most to people living in 
poverty, and those who are part of 
vulnerable, marginalised or excluded 
communities, might be sidelined to 
make way for the interests of more 
powerful groups.  We think that 
policymakers have a responsibility to 
stand up for those whose lives are 
most difficult and that their interests 
should be a priority.  Policymakers 
should listen directly to these people 
because they know more about the 
challenges of their lives than anyone 
else. 
 
Ensuring that these voices are listened 
to is what this project is all about.   
 
 
RESEARCH THAT MAKES AN IMPACT 
 
COMPASS 2015 is a CAFOD participatory research project designed to include the 
perspectives of those living in poverty in the post-2015 process. The research 
attempts to collect experiences of change and development priorities of those 
living in poverty, asking them an evaluation of the MDGs and ideas regarding the 
architecture and the rationale of a new development framework. Participatory 
research addressing key concerns identified by the High Level Panel of Eminent 

 
 
Participatory research 
addressing key concerns 
identified by the High Level 
Panel of Eminent People on 
Post-2015 is carried out with 
urban dwellers, children, 
farmers, internally displaced 
people, indigenous 
communities, people with 
disabilities, as well as people 
and communities affected by 
natural disasters, violent 
conflict and mining-related 
issues.     
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People on Post-2015 is carried out with urban dwellers, children, farmers, 
internally displaced people, indigenous communities, people with disabilities, as 
well as people and communities affected by natural disasters, violent conflict and 
mining-related issues. The project will deliver a report outlining what some of 
the poorest want and aspire to. 
 
Participatory research is a process in which research is constructed and designed 
by the research participants. In the COMPASS 2015 project, participants are at 
the centre of process, contributing to identifying research questions, gathering 
information and knowledge, carrying out the analysis, and formulate the key 
messages that they want policy-makers to hear. Participatory research is 
complementary to the other ‘knowledges’ used in designing a new post-2015 
framework. Participatory research often shows unexpected insights by providing 
fresh perspectives into intractable problems. It helps to understand the 
complexity and interconnectedness of issues in people’s lives. Moreover, it can 
challenge assumptions about how change happens and which development 
interventions work. As the rate of change accelerates in many contexts, 
participation becomes even more important to shed light on rapidly shifting 
realities.  
 
Four CAFOD partners in different regions are implementing the research under 
the supervision of a research coordinator based in CAFOD advocacy division and 
the support of the Institute of Development Studies (Brighton): 
 
• UNITAS (Bolivia) The National Union of Labour Institutions for Social Action 

is a Bolivian network of 26 NGOs, operating in different parts of the country to 
promote the participation of grassroots’ organizations in the analysis and 
development of public policies, and the creation of new development 
paradigms. www.redunitas.org 

 
• Ecoweb (Philippines) Ecoweb’s work addresses four inter-linking 

challenges: poverty, strained social relations, degraded environment and poor 
governance. Ecoweb explores the inter-connections between local, national, 
international and global issues, including climate change. www.ecoweb.ph 

 
• Poverty Reduction Forum Trust (Zimbabwe) conducts poverty related 

research and promotes evidence-based policy formulation and dialogue 
between civil society, development partners and policy makers on issues of 
poverty reduction and sustainable human development. www.prftzim.org 

 
• Justice and Peace Commission, Soroti Archdiocese (Uganda) was 

established in 1981 with the mission to build a just and peaceful society. 
Current programs includes inter-community peace-building among pastoral 
and peasants communities, in an area that has an history of cattle rustling 
and wars, and the presence of rebel groups. (Formally the project holder is 
the Ugandan National Catholic Commission for Justice & Peace). 

 
Every partner adapts the guiding questions and methods to the local reality of 
poverty in their context. 
 
 
For more information contact Dr Andrea Rigon, email: arigon@cafod.org.uk 
telephone: +44(0)20 7095 5435 


